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TREND ANALYSIS 
2017-2022, Greater Yirol 

Security perception: 

Improved 

Increased reliance on: 
Police 

Most needed improvement: 
Economic Development 

 
Recommendations 
From the onset of data collection in 2017, the general security 
perceptions of local communities across Yirol West, Yirol East and Awerial 
counties have improved, despite deteriorated security levels reported 
between 2018-2020. A factor behind this improvement is the signing of a 
2018 peace agreement with the neighboring Nuer communities in Unity. 
However, this improvement was not directly evident in the high frequency 
of reported incidents between 2017-2020 (i.e. cattle raiding, murders, 
robberies). Despite a later decline in most incidents between 2021-2022, 
forced marriage cases have risen. PAX recommends continued monitoring 
of the Yirol-Payinjiar peace agreement and the development of legitimate 
community security mechanisms to address intra/intercommunal violence, 
as well as communal strategies that can diffuse tensions and prevent the 
outbreak of future violence. 

 

The performance of all domestic security actors (police, armed youth, 
SSPDF) has seen a similar trajectory in Greater Yirol: negative perceptions 
between 2018-2020, followed by improved perceptions in 2020-2022. In 
contrast, Perceptions on UNMISS performance have gone from positive in 
2018-2020, to negative in 2020-2022. In line with this, respondents have 
consistently requested that police (as the most prominent law 
enforcement actor) have an increased presence and more training. 
Notably, in several survey rounds, a third of respondents indicated a 
reliance on armed youth militias for security, compared with two-thirds of 
respondents who endorsed the police. PAX recommends increased 
investment in the training and basic maintenance of legitimate law 
enforcement actors such as the police, communal chiefs, courts and local 
government officials. This is proposed with the goal of bridging the 
apparent law enforcement gap, improving community engagement and 
building on current levels of relative stability and legitimacy. 

 

Communities in Greater Yirol prioritize sustaining the current peace 
agreement with the neighboring Nuer communities of Unity. 
Vulnerabilities in security provision remain, yet the sharing of pastures, 
freedom of movement and renewed opportunities for intercommunal 
trade have revealed the immediate benefits of the agreement. However, 
respondents have also indicated that more emphasis needs to be put on 
the economic development of the area (i.e. access to basic services, 
creation of jobs/ livelihood opportunities, the construction of roads and 
other infrastructure). Respondents also stress the importance of continued 
dialogue & reconciliation within and between communities, and 
frequently request drives for civilian disarmament in the area. PAX 
recommends investing in access to basic services and alternative 
livelihoods for youth for the communities of Greater Yirol as an important 
means to protect the intercommunal peace, but also to keep investing in 
intra- and intercommunal peacebuilding and dialogue activities, in order 
to address current security concerns.   
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The Human Security Survey  
(HSS) is a methodology 

developed by PAX to collect  
data and facilitate dialogue  
about civilians’ experiences  

in conflict situations.  

Read more about PAX or the  
HSS in South Sudan on 

protectionofcivilians.org  
or contact Anton Quist 

(quist@paxforpeace.nl).  

Find more HSS data on  
our interactive dashboards  
of Iraq and South Sudan. 
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This trend analysis presents data collected in Greater Yirol (Lakes State) 
over 4 survey rounds and across 3 counties (Awerial County, Yirol East 
County, Yirol West County). Surveys took place in April 2017, October 
2018, November 2020, and August 2022. The enumerators collected 2,040 
surveys in Greater Yirol since 2017.  

Questions included in this publication remained (more or less) the same in 
the reported years. Please find more details on methodology and 
demographics on the Greater Yirol 2017-2022 publication page. 

Civilian 
disarmament 

Economic 
development 

Local reconciliation 
and dialogue 

Improved national 
governance 

Implementation of 
R-ARCSS 

2017 

2018 

2020 

2022 

0% 

20% 

40% 

60% 

More responsive 
towards civilians 

Better armed / 
equipped 

More visible 
(patrols) 

More 
presence 

Better 
trained 

30% 

70% 

80% 

60% 

50% 

Improved local 
governance 

https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-south-sudan-dashboard/
https://protectionofcivilians.org/
mailto:quist@paxforpeace.nl
https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-iraq-dashboard/
https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-south-sudan-dashboard/
https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-2016-2022-trend-analysis-of-jonglei-south-sudan

