HOW DID YOUR

PERSONAL SECURITY SITUATION

CHANGE SINCE LAST YEAR?

COULD YOU DESCRIBE THE POLITICAL AND SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAD
A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON YOUR AREA? o

EXPERT RESPONDENTS (120)

WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION?
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19.2%

18.3%

11.7%

9.2%

9.2%

8.3%

7.5%

5.0%

4.2%

3.3%

3.3%

0.8%

Local government

Member of the Security Forces

Lawyer or Judge

Activist or NGO sector worker

Academic or expert in education

Local leader

Religious leader

Tribal leader

Doctor or medical practitioner

Private sector expert

Journalist

Syndicate

Unchanged
28.3%

COULD YOU EXPLAIN HOW AND WHY
THE SECURITY SITUATION IMPROVED?

(TOP CHOICES) o

21%

15%

13%

12%

11%

Community members actively
supported efforts to achieve peace
and stability after their shared losses
and sacrifices

The elimination of Daesh and the
general decrease in terrorist incidents
and activities

There were improvements in the
number and capabilities of formal
security forces (e.g. training, weapons,
or technology)

There is less violence, lower crime
rates, and an overall move towards
disarmament

Effective changes in strategic
planning and security policy on the
governmental level

o Editor’s Note

The response categories above were compiled by combining

written responses to open-ended questions. The first

question gathers answers about why respondents believe the

security situation in Diyala has improved ( © ), while the

second question asks respondents to elaborate on the

security or political developments that have affected the

security situation in Diyala ( &).

299% There were no notable developments
General improvements in all areas related to
21% security and policy

o, '\egative development: There is increasing competition between armed
11% political parties on securing political appointments

More qualified security actors and leaders are
10% now being appointed

Negative development: Social unrest, an increase in unsolved petty
89% crimes, and escalating confrontations between illegal groups and
security forces

8% Negative development: There is an overall rise in political conflicts

5% N Better security policy and planning on the
governmental leve

o Of experts reported that they have seen women or girls in their
° o community being verbally or physically harassed
o Of experts reported that they have heard of cases of underage
° o marriage (<18) occurring in their community
o Of experts reported that they consider forced marriage to be a
° o form of violence in all cases or circumstances
72.4%

0 Of experts agree with the following statement: “Some people in
7 5 8 /o this community are more likely to be exposed to violence than
[

others due to their age, gender, ethnicity, work, public activities, or

‘~

=l -

Of experts reported that they have heard of cases of forced
marriage (>18) occurring in their community

= &

other factors”
o Of experts reported that they have heard of cases of honour MO
44 ° 2 A) killing or forced suicide happening to women or girls in their
community

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE OR GROUPS DO YOU CONSIDER MOST LIKELY
TO BE EXPOSED TO VIOLENCE IN THIS COMMUNITY?

Adolescent boys

Poor people Children  Unmarried women or girls

11% 10% 9%

1
Rich people

Family members of people working in the formal security forces



WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE OR GROUPS DO YOU

Lo CONSIDER MOST LIKELY TO BE VICTIMS OF CYBER CRIMES
Of respondents indicated

- 5 . . IN YOUR COMMUNITY?
Of respondents indicated that = = § that electronic blackmail or
had in ; cyber crimes against girls/
7] . . Girl(s) under 18 Boy(s) under 18
their communities = women have increased in
[¢]
8 their communities ' '

18.1%

0
° (0] Woman/women, 18 or older Man/men, 18 or older

Why do you think cyber crimes

14.1% 13.4% 13.4% 12.8% have increased in your
community? (TOP CHOICES)

. o ; - A lack of awareness Why do you think has
Poor policing of borders Administrative and governmental The economic situation . . . .
deficienc campaigns not solely increased in your community?
y focused on punishment (TOP CHOICES)
WHAT DO YOU THINK IS NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE PERFORMANCE OF THIS ACTOR IN ARE THERE OTHER INDIVIDUALS OR WHICH OF THESE SECURITY
PROVIDING SECURITY? (TOP CHOICES) GROUPS IN YOUR COMMUNITY THAT ACTORS DO YOU GENERALLY TRUST
ARE ACTIVELY WORKING TO IMPROVE TO WORK ROWARDS IMPROVED
SECURITY FOR PEOPLE LIKE YOU? SECURITY IN YOUR COMMUNITY?
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Community police Local leader (tribal leader, sheikh al hara,
mukhtar, etc.,)

Police 29.7%

Iragi Armed Forces 25.8%

17% 8% Lawyer(s) or official courts
Police Community Police 18.3%

Religious leader/groups

Hashd al-Shaabi 16.7%

.. Citizen groups active on the internet
Armed political grotp

parties Armed political parties 3.1%
NGOs or community organisations

International military forces 0,
(Coalition Against Daesh) 2.2%

[l This security actor needs to disarmed [ This security actor needs to be less corrupt None of the listed groups 4.5% o
Kurdish intelligence / Asayish 1.9%

B This actor needs to be more sensitive to the security needs of women and girls

[] This security actor needs to be more responsive towards civilians’ needs [ ] This security actor needs to be better trained VIEMEATS ORZE EREnE) Peshmerga 1.4%
[[] This security actor needs more women in its ranks [l This security actor needs to be more present The United Nations | generally trust none of these 0.6%
L o

security actors



The Human Security Survey (HSS) is a
methodology developed by PAX to collect
data and facilitate dialogue about
civilians’ experiences in conflict

situations. Read more about PAX or the I~ | &
Human Security Survey in Irag on [
y y q 122 88

protectionofcivilians.org or contact Saba
Azeem (azeem@paxforpeace.nl).

HUMAN SECURITY SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Over a period of 3 weeks in October 2023, 4
enumerators conducted 120 face-to-face interviews
across all 6 districts of Diyala Governorate using a
standardized survey script. For more details on how
HSS data is collected and analysed, view our
methodological note.

Kirkuk Sulaymaniyah

Taking into account the most recent population salahaddin

estimates, respondent targets were set with the aim of
a representative distribution across gender, district,
subdistrict, and urban/rural areas. However, accounting
for the research needs of this report, The Wand Al-
Khair organization, trusted long-time partner of PAX,
made use of a more targeted sampling methodology to
capture the opinions local experts in each district in
order to collect their unique perspectives.

Iran

Anbar

Baghdad

The Wand Al-Khair organization will continue its work
in Diyala through community engagement activities
with civilians, authorities, and a multitude of security
actors to improve the local security situation using the
results of the (Expert Panel) Human Security Survey.

45%

Wassit

Disclaimer: Provided maps are intended for illustrative purposes only and do not
warrant accuracy or completeness. Furthermore, maps used in this publication do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of PAX or the authors.

3
100%

Of experts (120) reported that security is likely to
improve in the next year

Y Of experts reported that protecting the
environment is important for them

HOW WILL POLLUTION AFFECT YOUR AREA IN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS?
(TOP CHOICES)

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

Pollution is Staying and Air quality will There will be less  There will be There is likely There will be
likely to cause living in my become worse  water available less water to be a loss in more health
time loss due to area will for domestic use available for livelihoods risks for people
the consequent become more agriculture

public holidays difficult

WHAT ARE THE MOST PRESSING
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES THAT NEED
TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE COMING 12

MONTHS? (TOP CHOICES)

HAVE YOU OBSERVED ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGES IN YOUR AREA IN THE

LAST 12 MONTHS? (TOP CHOICES)

12%

10%

8%

6%

4%

14%
12%
10%
8%
6%
4%
2%
0%

There is more There is more There is less Rivers are drying Rivers are There is less  Green spaces  There is more
water land water flowing up in the dryingup in  water flowing are shrinking land degradation
pollution/  desertification from the river governorate the from the river (drop in quality /
contamination into the governorate into the fertility)
governorate governorate

WHAT ARE THE FACTORS THAT ARE MOST LIKELY TO CAUSE FURTHER
CONFLICT IN YOUR COMMUNITY IN THE COMING YEAR? (TOP CHOICES)

The placement
of restrictions
on rights and

freedoms

8.3%

Poor governance
at the national
level (Baghdad)

The continuing
presence of Daesh or
other terrorists

The lack of basic services
(education, healthcare,
etc.,)

Poverty or a lack of
livelihood opportunities

17.6% 17.3% 14.1% 11.2%

WHAT ARE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGES THAT ARE NEEDED TO BRING
LASTING PEACE TO IRAQ? (TOP CHOICES)

Political reform
at the national

Involvement of women+
youth in peacebuilding

processes and political
institutions level (Baghdad)
11.7% 11.7%



https://protectionofcivilians.org/
mailto:azeem@paxforpeace.nl
https://protectionofcivilians.org/4199-2/

