
Expect to become a  
victim of violence  

in the next year 

 

    

 

Civilians need arms to  
provide their own security 11% 88% Disarmament of civilians is  

needed for security 

It is best when security forces are  
from within our community  
because they know us well 

82% 16% 
It is best when security forces are  
from outside our community  
because they are neutral 

Early marriages of young girls is a way 
to protect them from violence 21% 78% Early marriages do not  

protect girls from violence 

Dispute resolution  
between communities is best  

handled by local tribal leaders 
42% 56% 

Dispute resolution  
between communities is best  
handled by the formal court system 

96% 2% 

4% 

12% 6% 

39% 

Effective I don’t know Ineffective 

Police 

Iraqi Armed Forces 

Hasd al-Shaabi 

Armed political  
parties 

 

25% 
Households reporting at 
least one security threat in 
the previous year 

63 HHs 

48 HHs 

38 HHs 

32 HHs 

31 HHs 

34% 
Report job losses  

in their community  
due to the  

COVID-19 pandemic 

Verbal/emotional abuse 

Robbery 

Physical assault 

Targeting during protests 

Bombing 

Housewife, domestic work 
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Social welfare 

GE
N

DE
R 

62% 38% 

22% 

11% 

15% 

7% 

21% 

2% 39% 25% 34% 
16-30 yrs 66+ 31-45 yrs 46-65 

Private sector, small business 

Civil service, government, health 
care, education, religious sector 

Daily wage labourer 

Diyala governorate 
(N = 752) 

Improved 
62% 

Unchanged 
35% 

Worsened 
3% 

  58% Poverty or lack of jobs 

Presence of Daesh or other terrorists 

Others 

Lack of basic services 

Poor national governance (Baghdad) 

Fighting between different tribes 

30% 40% 50% 10% 20% 0% 60% 

18% 

60% 
Think sexual violence has 
become more prevalent 

in their community 
in the last year 

38% 

47% 

Believe poor people  
are the most likely to be  
exposed to violence 

Other 
1% 

Community police 2% 94% 

94% 

82% 

44% 

3% 3% 

1% 

  47% 

  38% 

  29% 

20% 

<18% 



Men: 

 

 

 

agree 

69% 

Women: 

 

 

 

agree 

66% 
“Men and women  
in this community 

receive equal 
treatment when 

reporting an incident 
to the police” 

61% 

 

 
 

feel safe from violence  
and crime in their 

community 

 

The Wand Al-Khair Human Organisation, trusted 
partner of PAX, will continue its work in Diyala 
through community engagement activities with 
civilians, authorities, and security actors to improve 
the local security situation using the results of the 
Human Security Survey. 

87% 

During 3 weeks in February 2022, 15 enumerators 
conducted 752 face-to-face interviews across all 6 
districts of Diyala Governorate using a standardized 
survey script. For more details on how HSS data is 
collected and analyzed, view our methodological note. 
Two subdistricts were not surveyed due to security 
concerns, namely Al-Sadiyah in Khanaqin District and 
Kifri Center in Kifri District. Similarly, no rural 
samples were obtained in Abu Saida in Muqdadiya 
District. 

Left: Map of Iraq. Right: Map of Basra Governorate, including the number of HSS respondents per district. Disclaimer: These maps are intended 
for illustrative purposes only and do not warrant accuracy or completeness, nor does it imply the expression of any opinion by PAX. 

Believe that political and security actors need 
more information about civilians’ priorities in 
order to improve the security situation 

97% 
Think protecting the 

environment is important 

55% 
Believe water problems  

led to worse public health 

  49% 

Solid waste pollution 
(garbage, industrial waste) 

Less rainfall 

Others 

Less water flowing  
into river 

Water pollution/ 
contamination 

Less ground water 

10% 20% 0% 30% 40% 50% 

The Human Security Survey  
(HSS) is a methodology 

developed by PAX to collect  
data and facilitate dialogue  
about civilians’ experiences  

in conflict situations.  

Read more about PAX or the  
Human Security Survey in Iraq  

on protectionofcivilians.org  
or contact Saba Azeem 

(azeem@paxforpeace.nl).  

Find more HSS data on  
our interactive dashboards  
of Iraq and South Sudan. 
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Sexual 
violence 

Forced 
marriage of 

adult women 

Honor  
killing / forced 

suicide 
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Lacking gov’t 
capacity Diyala 

Lack of 
regulation 

Climate 
change 

54 % 

45% 
40% 

27% 

70% 

  37% 

  31% 

  26% 

  17% 

  17% 

  <15% 

Drought 

Kifri 
(N = 24) 

Khanaqin 
(N = 90) 

Al-Khalis 
(N = 214) 

Muqdadiya 
(N = 110) 

Balad Ruz 
(N = 59) 

Baquba 
(N =255) 

https://protectionofcivilians.org/report/human-security-survey-methodology-iraq/
https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-iraq-dashboard/
https://protectionofcivilians.org/
mailto:azeem@paxforpeace.nl
https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-iraq-dashboard/
https://protectionofcivilians.org/infographic/hss-south-sudan-dashboard/

